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BAIT STATION AND TRAP 

Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a bait station, and in particular to a bait 
5 station for small animals such as mice, rats and other rodents. The present 
invention also relates to an animal trap for small animals such as mice, rats and 
other rodents, the trap incorporating the features of the inventive bait station. 



Background to the Invention 

10 Numerous devices are known for baiting or trapping rodents such as 

mice and rats, but these known arrangements often suffer from practical 
difficulties relating to the setting or re-setting of a bait. Furthermore, known bait 
station configurations and trap configurations for rodents can be susceptible to 
tampering after a bait is set. They also often lack suitable safety features to 

15 prevent or minimise the potential for children or domestic animals from coming 
into inadvertent contact with toxic bait materials. The present invention 
therefore aims to provide an Improved bait station and an improved animal trap 
which take these factors into consideration. 

20 Summary of the Invention 

In a first aspect, the present invention broadly provides a bait station for 
use in laying a bait for small animals, such as mice, rats or other rodents. The 
bait station includes a casing defining an enclosure for housing the bait, and the 
casing includes an access port sized to admit the animal into the enclosure to 

25 access the bait. The bait station further includes a bait mounting upon which the 
bait is placed, the bait mounting being movable relative to the casing between a 
set position within the enclosure remote from the access port, and a re-baiting 
position outside the enclosure. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the access port is sized to 

30 prevent larger animals, such as cats or dogs from accessing the enclosure 
housing the bait. The access port is also preferably sized to prevent a human 
hand from entering the enclosure of the bait station. Accordingly, the bait 
station of the invention is preferably designed to mount and set the bait material 
enclosed within the bait station casing in a position spaced from the animal 
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access port to prevent children and/or domestic animals from inadvertently 
coming into contact with the potentially toxic bait material. Furthermore, the 
movable nature of the bait mounting conveniently facilitates the checking and/or 
re-baiting of the bait station t)y a user. 
5 The bait mounting itself may be any suitable means for supporting the 

bait material. It may simply comprise a platform or piate onto which the bait 
material can be loosely placed, or it may preferably comprise means for 
securely attaching the bait material so that it remains relatively fixed to the 
mounting. 

10 In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the bait mounting is adapted 

for movement through the animal access port of the casing as the bait mounting 
moves between the set position and the re-baiting position. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the bait mounting is movably 
attached to the bait station casing. Furthermore, in a preferred embodiment of 

1 5 the Invention, the movable attachment of the bait mounting to the bait station 
casing is by means of a retractable connection. In a particularly preferred 
embodiment, this retractable connection includes an elongate flexible 
connecting member secured to the bait mounting such that extension and 
retraction of the connecting member moves the bait mounting between the set 

20 and re-baiting positions. The connecting member is most preferably In the fomn 
of a flexible cable. 

In a prefenred embodiment of the invention, the bait station further 
includes means for locking the bait mounting in the set position. By locking the 
bait mounting in the set position, the bait station of the invention is able to resist 

25 tampering by children or domestic animals such as cats and dogs, thereby 
preventing disturbance of the bait station after it has been set, and again 
preventing the potential for harm caused by contact with toxic bait material 
within the station. The means for locking the bait mounting in the set position 
preferably includes means for securing the movable attachment of the bait 

30 mounting relative to the station casing. For example, an elongate flexible 
connecting member providing retractable connection of the bait mounting to the 
casing can be secured in its fully retracted position to retain the bait mounting 
locked at the set position within the enclosure. The securing of the connecting 
member in its retracted position may be effected in any number of suitable 
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ways. One very simple example may entail securing the elongate flexible 
connecting member in its retracted state with a small padlock. 

In a prefen-ed embodiment of the invention the bait station further 
includes means for fixing the bait station to another object to prevent removal of 
5 the bait station from its in-use position, whether that removal be inadvertent or 
intentional. This again prevents any undesired tampering with the bait station 
by domestic animals, children or the like once the bait station has been 
deployed. The means for fixing the bait station to an object preferably includes 
a fixing element connected to the casing which is able to be fastened to a 

TO variety of objects. In a preferred embodiment, the fixing element includes a 
flexible elongate member, such as a cable or chain able to be fastened around 
an object. In one embodiment of the invention, the flexible connecting member 
by means of which the bait mounting is movably attached to the bait station 
casing may also constitute the fixing element for fixing the bait station to 

15 another object. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention the access port includes a 
skirt or rim which projects inwardly from an external opening of the access port 
into the bait-housing enclosure of the bait station. Preferably, the inwardly 
projecting skirt or rim forms a short passage or tunnel into the casing enclosure. 

20 This passage or tunnel may optionally include a constriction or region of 
reduced cross-sectional area compared to an area of the external opening of 
the access port. 

When a rodent gnaws on and eats the bait set within the casing 
enclosure, small fragments of bait material will typically break away from the 

25 bait mounting and remain loose within the bait station enclosure. The inwardly 
projecting skirt or rim of the access port serves to minimise spillage of loose 
fragments of the bait material from the casing when the bait station is manually 
handled, for example during installation of a fresh bait. That is, the skirt or rim 
forms an internal guard that substantially prevents the fragments from falling out 

30 through the opening of the access port. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the casing of the bait station 
is elongate and has the access port provided at an end thereof. For example, 
the casing may be fomned- from a substantially tubular element, having the 
access port at one end of the tubular element with the bait mounting adapted to 
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be fixed in the set position inside the tubular enclosure at the opposite end of 
the tube. In an alternative arrangement, however, the casing may include more 
than one access port. Referring again to the example of an elongate tubular 
casing, the bait station may include an access port at each of the two opposite 
5 ends of the casing with the bait mounting movable to and from a set position 
remote from each of the access ports in a central region of the tubular 
enclosure. Each access port Is preferably incorporated In a cap element which 
is fixed at an end of the tubular casing. 

According to a second aspect of the invention, a trap for small animals 

TO such as mice, rats and other rodents is provided, the trap incorporating the 
features of the inventive bait station described above. 

In a second aspect, therefore, the present invention broadly provides a 
trap for small animals such as mice, rats and other rodents, the trap having a 
casing defining an entrapment enclosure, and the entrapment enclosure being 

15 adapted to house a bait to coax an animal into the casing. The casing includes 
an access port sized to admit the small animal into the entrapment enclosure to 
access the bait. -The trap further includes a bait mounting upon which bait 
material is placed, the bait mounting being movable relative to the trap casing 
between a set position within the entrapment enclosure remote from the access 

20 port, and a re-baiting position outside the enclosure. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the bait mounting is adapted 
for movement through the animal access port of the casing as the bait mounting 
moves between the set position and the re-baiting position. In a preferred 
embodiment of the invention, the bait mounting is movably attached to the trap 

25 casing. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the access port includes a 
skirt or rim which projects inwardly from an external opening of the access port 
Into the bait-housing enclosure of the trap. In a preferred embodiment of the 
invention the inwardly projecting skirt or rim fomns a short passage or tunnel into 
30 the casing enclosure. 

The animal trap of the invention will naturally include some means for 
preventing escape of an animal after it enters the entrapment enclosure. This 
means of preventing escape may take any of a number of different forms, such 
as, for example, a closure at the access port preventing exit of the animal from 
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the trap. In one embodiment, this closure may be a simple hinged door or flap 
which opens inwardly only, thereby pemiitting ready access of the animal into 
the enclosure but preventing the animal from travelling through the access port 
in the opposite, outward direction. The door may be transparent and/or include 
5 apertures through it enabling the animal to see and/or smell the bait material 
from outside the trap casing. 

Alternatively, the trap may include a spring-loaded door which is 
designed to snap closed from an open position under a spring bias when 
triggered by the animal accessing the enclosure. For example, movement of 
10 the animal within the entrapment enclosure and/or movement of the bait could 
trigger closure of the door. 

In another embodiment, the means for preventing escape of the animal 
could include a glue covering within the enclosure for adhesively holding the 
animal and/or some means for physically maiming or killing the animal within 
15 the enclosure. 

According to a further aspect, the present invention provides a trap for 
small animals such as mice, rats and other rodents, the trap having: a tubular 
casing defining an entrapment enclosure, the entrapment enclosure being 
adapted to house a bait to coax an animal into the casing; a bait mounting 
20 within the casing and remote from the access port upon which bait material is 
placed; an access port at an end of the casing, the access port sized to admit 
the small animal into the entrapment enclosure to access the bait; and a closure 
at the access port for preventing escape of an animal after it enters the 
entrapment enclosure, the closure being spring-loaded and designed to snap 
25 closed from an open position under a spring bias when triggered by movement 
of the animal within the entrapment enclosure. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the trap includes means for 
triggering the closure to snap closed from the open position, the trigger means 
comprising a flap or panel movably mounted within the enclosure and 
30 positioned to at least partially obstruct a path of the animal to the bait, with the 
panel or flap being furthermore operatively connected with the closure at the 
access port, such that movement of the panel or flap by the animal as it tries to 
access the bait triggers activation of the spring-biased closure. 
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Brief Description of the Drawings 

In order to provide a better understanding of tlie present invention, 
preferred embodiments of a bait station and of animal traps according to the 
invention are hereafter described with reference to the accompanying drawings, 
5 in which like reference numerals designate like features, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a bait station according to a preferred 
embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a sectioned side view of the bait station illustrated in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the bait station illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 
10 shovying the bait mounting locked in the set position; 

Fig. 4 is a cut-away side view of an animal trap according to a preferred 
embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 5 is a sectioned side view of the trap illustrated in Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is an end view of the trap illustrated in Fig. 4; 
15 Fig. 7 is a cut-away side view of an animal trap according to another 

preferred embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 8 is a sectioned side view of the trap illustrated in Fig. 7; 

Fig. 9 is an end view of the trap illustrated in Fig. 7; 

Fig. 10 is a sectioned side view of an animal trap according to a further 
20 preferred embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 11 is a sectioned plan view of the trap illustrated In Fig. 10; and 

Fig. 12 is an end view of the trap illustrated in Fig. 10. 



Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

25 Referring firstly to Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, the present invention 

provides a bait station 1 for small animals, such as mice, rats or other rodents. 
The bait station 1 includes an elongate tubular casing 2 which defines an 
enclosure 3 for housing a bait B. The tubular casing 2 includes an access port 
4 at each of its opposite ends with each access port sized to admit the small 

30 animal into the enclosure 3 to access the bait. Each access port 4 is formed in 
a cap member 5 secured at each end of the casing by any suitable means. For 
example, the cap members 5 may be releasably secured at the respective ends 
of the tubular casing 2 by a friction fit or a screw-connection. Alternatively, they 
could be non-releasably secured by an adhesive, welding, or the like. Each of 
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the cap members 5 forming the access ports 4 at the opposite ends of the 
casing 2 has an outer flange formed with an octagonal periphery presenting flat 
surfaces. These flat surfaces provide a stable footing for the bait station 1 when 
it is set in position (typically on the ground) for access by the rodents. The 
5 elongate nature of the bait station also makes it suitable for location in the sort 
of narrow gaps prefen^ed by mice and rats. 

Furthermore, each cap member 5 includes a skirt or rim 6 which extends 
inwardly into the casing enclosure 3 from an external opening 7 of the access 
port 4. Each of these inwardly projecting skirts or rims 6 forms a tunnel or 

10 passage for the animal into the enclosure 3 and this tunnel or passage includes 
a slight constriction in its cross-sectional area. This not only helps prevent any 
loose fragments of bait material within the enclosure 3 from spilling out through 
the access openings 7 when the bait station is being handled, but it also helps 
prevent the hands of children or the paws of larger domestic animals, such as 

15 cats and dogs, from accessing the enclosure 3. 

The bait station 1 furthennore includes a bait mounting 8 to which the 
bait material 9 is attached. The bait mounting 8 is movable relative to the 
casing 2 between a "set" position substantially centrally within the enclosure 3 
remote from each of the access ports 4, and a "re-baiting" position outside the 

20 enclosure 3. The movable connection of the bait mounting relative to the casing 
is in this case by means of a flexible cable 10 which passes through a small 
aperture 1 1 in a wall of the tubular bait station casing 2. The flexible cable 10 
which connects the bait mounting 8 to the casing is able to be extended into or 
retracted from the casing 2 to move the bait mounting (together with any bait 

25 material on it) relative to the casing between the set and re-baiting position. In 
particular, when the cable is fully retracted from the casing, the bait material is 
in the set position centrally within the bait station enclosure 3 adjacent the small 
aperture 1 1 in the casing wall. When the flexible cable 10 is fully extended into 
the casing, the bait mounting (together with any bait material on it) is able to 

30 move outside the enclosure 3 through one of the access ports 4. 

With reference now to Fig. 3 of the drawings, the bait station 1 further 
includes means for locking the bait mounting in the set position. This locking 
means includes a loop 12 fixed at an external wall of the bait station casing 2 
and a padlock or shackle 13. The loop 12 and padlock 13 cooperate to lock the 
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flexible cable in its fully retracted position. In this particular example, the length 
of the flexible cable is such that wrapping it once around the circumference of 
the tubular casing draws the bait mounting into the set position. Once wrapped 
around the casing, the padlock 13 is used to fasten an eyelet 14 at the end of 
5 the cable 10 to the loop 12 on the outside of the casing. The flexible cable 10 
may also be used to fasten the entire bait station 1 to other objects when the 
bait station is being set for the rodents. 

It will of course be appreciated that the length of the cable 10 could be 
greater or smaller than the circumference of the casing 2. The preferred length 

10 of the cable is simply such that It readily enables the bait mounting 8 to emerge 
from either or both of the access ports 4 for re-baiting when the cable is 
extended into the casing enclosure 3. 

Referring now to Figs. 4 to 6 of the drawings, an example of an animal 
trap 1 ' incorporating the features of the inventive bait station described above is 

15 illustrated. The main difference between the trap 1' illustrated in Figs. 4 to 6 and 
the bait station 1 of Figs. 1 to 3 is that the trap includes means for preventing 
escape of the animal after it enters the enclosure 3. Accordingly, in this 
instance the enclosure 3 is an entrapment enclosure. In this particular example 
the means for preventing escape of the animal is a glue pad 15 located centrally 

20 within the enclosure beneath the set position of the bait mounting 8. The glue 
pad 15 binds or adheres the rodent to it when that animal moves onto it to 
access the bait material. Other small differences of this trap 1' compared to the 
bart station in Figs. 1 to 3 include that the bait mounting 8 is in this instance 
formed as a wire clasp or loop for securely attaching the bait material. Also, the 

25 flexible cable 10 is long enough to wind twice around the periphery of the casing 
2 when the bait mounting is locked in the set position. 

With reference to Figs. 7 to 9, another altemative example of an animal 
trap 1" according to the invention is illustrated. This trap 1" is very similar to, 
and shares many features of, the trap 1' shown in Figs. 4 to 6. In this particular 

30 example, however, the means for preventing escape of the animal after it enters 
the entrapment enclosure 3 is a spring-loaded door 16 hingedly mounted at an 
end 17 of each access port 4. When the animal enters the enclosure 3 attracted 
by the bait, it triggers the doors 16 which snap closed under their spring bias 
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against the ends 17 of the skirts 6 in the cap members 5. Both access ports 4 
close preventing escape of the animal. 

The dimensions shown in drawing Figs. 4 to 9 are in millimetres and are 
given by way of example only. 
5 With reference now to Figs. 10 to 12, a further embodiment of a trap 1"' 

is illustrated. In this embodiment, the trap again has a tubular casing 2 defining 
the entrapment enclosure 3, with the entrapment enclosure adapted to house 
the bait B to coax an animal into the casing. The bait mounting may be as 
previously described. Again, a spring-loaded closure or door 16 is arranged at 

1 0 each of the access ports 4 for preventing escape of an animal after it enters the 
entrapment enclosure. 

Furthermore, a triggering mechanism is provided to activate the closure 
to snap closed from its open position under the spring bias when the animal is 
within the entrapment enclosure. Specifically, the trigger mechanism comprises 

15 a pair flaps or panels 18 which are pivotably hinged within the enclosure to 
provide an at leasl partial obstruct the animal's path to the bait B. In this regard, 
each of the two flaps or panels 18 are arranged between an access port 4 and 
the bait B located in the middle of the casing 2. Furthermore, each panel or flap 
18 of the trigger mechanism may be transparent, have apertures through it, 

20 and/or be of such a size so that the animal can see and/or smell the bait. Each 
panel or flap 18 is furthemaore operatively connected with the closure 16 at 
each access port, such that pivoting movement of either panel or flap 18 by the 
animal as it tries to reach the bait triggers activation of both the spring-biased 
closures 16, thereby trapping the animal within the enclosure 3. The operative 

25 connection of each flap or panel 18 to the doors 16 is by a cam and sliding rod 
19. 

Finally, it will also be appreciated that various alterations and/or additions 
may be introduced into the particular construction and arrangement of parts 
specifically described without departing from the spirit or ambit of the present 
30 invention. 
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,1. A bait station for use in laying a bait for small animals, sucli as mice, rats 
or otiier rodents, the bait station including a casing defining an enclosure for 
5 housing the bait, the casing having an access port sized to admit the small 
animal into the enclosure to access the bait, and the bait station further 
including a bait mounting upon which the bait is placed, the bait mounting being 
movable relative to the casing between a set position within the enclosure 
remote from the access port, and a re-baiting position outside the enclosure. 

10 

2. A bait station according to claim 1 , wherein the bait mounting is adapted 
for movement through the animal access port of the casing as the bait mounting 
moves between the set position and the re-baiting position. 

15 3. A bait station according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the bait mounting 
is movably attached to the bait station casing. 

4. A bait station according to claim 3, wherein the movable attachment of 
the bait mounting to the bait station casing is by means of a retractable 

20 connection. 

5. A bait station according to claim 4, wherein said retractable connection 
includes an elongate flexible connecting member secured to the bait mounting 
such that extension and retraction of the connecting member moves the bait 

25 mounting between the set and re-baiting positions. 

6. A bait station according to claim 5, wherein the connecting member is in 
the form of a flexible cable. 

30 7. A bait station according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
bait station further includes means for locking the bait mounting in the set 
position. 
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8.. A bait station according to claim 7, wlierein tlie means for locking tlie bait 
mounting in the set position includes means for securing the movable 
attachment of the bait mounting relative to the station casing. 



5 9. A bait station according to claim 8, wherein the means for securing the 
movable attachment of the bait mounting relative to the casing comprises 
means for securing the elongate flexible connecting member that retractably 
connects the bait mounting to the casing in its fully retracted position to retain 
the bait mounting locked at the set position within the enclosure. 

10 

10. A bait station according to any one of the preceding claims, further 
including means for fixing the bait station to another object to prevent removal 
of the bait station from its in-use position. 



15 11. A bait station according to claim 1 0, wherein the means for fixing the bait 
station to an object includes a fixing element in the form of a flexible elongate 
member, such as a cable or chain able to be fastened around an object. 

12. A bait station according to claim 11, wherein the flexible connecting 
20 member by means of which the bait mounting is movably attached to the bait 
station casing may also constitute the fixing element for fixing the bait station to 
another object. 



13. A bait station according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
25 bait station is designed to mount and set the bait material enclosed within the 

bait station casing in a position spaced from the animal access port. 

14. A bait station according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
bait mounting comprises a platform or plate onto which the bait material can be 

3D loosely placed. 



15. A bait station according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
bait mounting comprises means for securely attaching the bait material so that it 
remains relatively fixed to the mounting. 
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16. A bait station according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
access port is sized to prevent larger animals, such as cats or dogs from 
accessing the enclosure housing the bait. 

5 

17. A bait station according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
access port Is sized to prevent a human hand from entering the enclosure of the 
bait station. 

10 18. A bait station according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
access port includes a skirt or rim which projects inwardly from an external 
opening of the access port into the bait-housing enclosure of the bait station. 

19. A bait station according to claim 18, wherein the inwardly projecting skirt 
15 or rim forms a short passage or tunnel into the casing enclosure. 

20. A bait station according to claim 19, wherein the passage or tunnel 
includes a constriction or region of reduced cross-sectional area compared to 
an area of the external opening of the access port. 

20 

21. A trap for small animals such as mice, rats and other rodents, the trap 
having a casing defining an entrapment enclosure, the entrapment enclosure 
being adapted to house a bait to coax an animal into the casing, and the casing 
Including an access port sized to admit the small animal into the entrapment 

25 enclosure to access the bait, wherein the trap further Includes a bait mounting 
upon which bait material is placed, the bait mounting being movable relative to 
the trap casing between a set position within the entrapment enclosure remote 
from the access port, and a re-baiting position outside the enclosure. 



30 



22. A trap according to claim 21, wherein the bait mounting is adapted for 
movement through the animal access port of the casing as the bait mounting 
moves between the set position and the re-baiting position. 
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23. A trap according to claim 21 or claim 22, wherein the bait mounting is 
movabiy attached to the trap casing. 

24. A trap according to claim 23, wherein the movable attachment of the bait 
5 mounting to the bait station casing is by means of a retractable connection. 



25. A trap according to claim 24, wherein said retractable connection 
includes an elongate flexible connecting member secured to the bait mounting 
such that extension and retraction of the connecting member moves the bait 

10 mounting between the set and re-baiting positions. 

26. A trap according to claim 25, wherein the connecting member is in the 
form of a flexible cable. 



15 27. A trap according to any one of claims 21 to 26, wherein the bait station 
further includes means for locking the bait mounting in the set position. 

28. A trap according to claim 27, wherein the means for locking the bait 
mounting in the set position includes means for securing the movable 

20 attachment of the bait mounting relative to the station casing. 

29. A trap according to claim 28, wherein the means for securing the 
movable attachment of the bait mounting relative to the casing comprises 
means for securing the elongate flexible connecting member that retractably 

25 connects the bait mounting to the casing in its fully retracted position to retain 
the bait mounting locked at the set position within the enclosure. 



30. A trap according to any one of claims 21 to 29, wherein the access port 
includes a skirt or rim which projects inwardly from an external opening of the 
30 access port into the enclosure of the trap. 



31. A trap according to claim 30. wherein the inwardly projecting skirt or rim 
forms a short passage or tunnel into the casing enclosure. 
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32. A trap according to any one of claims 21 to 31, including means for 
preventing escape of an animal after it enters the entrapment enclosure. 

33. A trap according to claim 32, wherein the means for preventing escape of 
5 the animal includes a closure at the access port which prevents exit of the 

animal from the trap. 

34. A trap according to claim 33, wherein said closure comprises a hinged 
door or barrier which opens inwardly only, thereby permitting ready access of 

10 the animal into the enclosure but preventing the animal from travelling through 
the access port in the opposite, outward direction. 

35. A trap according to claim 34, wherein the door is transparent and/or 
includes apertures through it enabling the animal to see and/or smell the bait 

1 5 material from outside the trap casing. 

36. A trap according to claim 34 or claim 35, wherein the door is spring- 
loaded and designed to snap closed firom an open position under a spring bias 
when triggered by movement of the animal within the entrapment enclosure 

20 and/pr by movement of the bait. 

37. A trap according to claim 32, wherein the means for preventing escape of 
the animal includes a glue covering within the enclosure for adhesively holding 
the animal. 

25 

38. A trap according to claim 32, wherein the means for preventing escape of 
the animal includes means for physically maiming or killing the animal within the 
enclosure. 

30 39. A trap for small animals such as mice, rats and other rodents, the trap 
having: 

a tubular casing defining an entrapment enclosure, the entrapment 
enclosure being adapted to house a bait to coax an animal into the casing; 
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a bait mounting within the casing and remote from the access port upon 
which bait material is placed; 

an access port at an end of the casing, the access port sized to admit the 
small animal Into the entrapment enclosure to access the bait; and 
5 a closure at the access port for preventing escape of an animal after it 

enters the entrapment enclosure, the closure being spring-loaded and designed 
to snap closed from an open position under a spring bias when triggered by 
movement of the animal within the entrapment enclosure. 

10 40. A trap according to claim 39, including means for triggering the closure to 
snap closed from the open position, the trigger means including a flap or panel 
movably mounted within the enclosure and positioned to at least partially 
obstruct a path of the animal to the bait, the panel or flap being furthermore 
operatively connected with the closure at the access port, such that movement 

15 of the panel or flap by the animal as It tries to access the bait triggers activation 
of the spring-biased closure. 

41. A trap according to claim 39 or claim 40, wherein the flap or panel of the 
trigger means is transparent and/or includes apertures through it enabling the 

20 animal to see and/or smell the bait material. 

42. A trap according to any one of claims 39 to 41, wherein the tubular 
casing has an access port at each of its opposite ends, and each access port 
includes a skirt or rim which projects inwardly from an external opening thereof 

25 into the enclosure of the trap. 



wo 03/009683 



PCT/AU02/00998 




wo 03/009683 



4/4 



PCT/AU02/00998 




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/AU02/00998 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 



Inl.Cl.': AOIM 23/16, 23A8 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classiUcation symbols) 



Oocumcntation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields seardied 

AU: IPC AOIM 23/(all) 

Hlectronic data base consulted during Ihc international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
DWPI: ] . AO IM 23/00-23/22 and port etc and mounting etc and remote etc 

2. AO IM 23/ and bait etc and cord etc 
USPTO: Class 43/61 (1790-1930) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to 
claim No. 


X 


US 5345710 A (BITZ) 13 September 1994 
figs 


1-38 


X 


US 4080749 A (GILBAUGH) 28 March 1978 

figs 


1-38 


X 


US 4979327 A (HARRIS) 25 December 1990 

figs 


1-38 



|x[ Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C |x] See patent family annex 



* Special categories of cited documenis: 
"A" document defining the general state of the art 'T' 
which is not considered to be of particular 

relevance 

"E" earlier application or patent but published on or "X" 
after the international filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority "Y" 
claim(s) or which is cited to establish the 
publication date of another citation or other special 
reason (as specified) 
"0" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, "&" 
exhibition or other means 



"P" document published prior to the interaatiore 
date but later than the priority date claimed 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
4 September 2002 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

17 SEP 2002 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PO BOX ZOO, WODEN AO" 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address: pct@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02)6285 3929 


Authorized officer 
P.WARD 

Telephone No : (02) 6283 2129 



later document published after the international filing dale or priority date 
and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the principle 
or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is combined 
with one or more other such documents, such combination being obvious to 
a person skilled in the art 
document njember of the same patent family 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No., 
PCT/AU02/00998 



C (Continuati on). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 

Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



US 4356655 A (MORANTE et al) 2 November 1982 

figs 



US 5867934 A (CONOVER) 9 February 1999 



US 179788 A (HAYDEN) 11 July 1876 



Form PCT/iSA/210 (continuation of Box C) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International applicarion No. 

PCT/AU02/00998 

Box I Observations where certain claims were found nnsearcbable (Continnation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 

1. Claims Nos: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



I [ Claims Nos: 

because they relate to parts of (he international application that do not comply with flie prescribed lequirements to 
such an extent that no meaningful intennalional search can be carried out, specifically: 



□ - 



because they are dependent claims and are net drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 

6-4(a) 



Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims 1-38 directed to a bait station/trap having a casing defining an enclosure and a bait mounting being 
movable between a set position and a re-baiting position outside the enclosure 

2. Claims 39-42 directed to a trap having a casing defining an enclosure and an access port with a spring loaded 



[ I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 

searchable claims 

[~| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
payment of any additional fee. 

I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search 
report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



[x] No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search re 
is restricted to the invention first mentioned in flie claims; it is covered by claims Nos. 1-38: 



Remark on Protest [ | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

I I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Form PC r/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet(l)) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent femily members 



Intemational application No. 
PCT/AU02/00998 



This Annex lists the known "A" publication level patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the 
above-mentioned international search report. The Australian Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars 
which are merely given for the purpose of infonnation. 



Patent Document Cited in 
Search Report 



Patent Family Member 



US 4356655 



END OF ANNEX 



Form PC r/ISA/2 1 0 (citation family annex) (July 1 998) 



